
 1 

I. Addressing the Humanitarian Crisis in Syria 
 
Introduction 
 
In 2010 and 2011, pro-democracy protests and demonstrations, known as the Arab Spring, spread throughout the 
Middle East and North Africa (MENA).1 The largest of the protests began in Tunisia in response to a protestor’s 
self-immolation in protest of police abuse and ill-treatment by the government.2 The protest sparked the Jasmine 
Revolution, giving credence to protests and power of people across the MENA region.3 After Tunisia, protests 
spread to Egypt, Yemen, and other Member States, transforming into the Arab Spring.4 Most protests were met with 
violent retaliation by Member States’ police forces.56 In March 2011, the Arab Spring reached the Republic of 
Syria.7 Wide-spread protests and demonstrations erupted in support for youth arrested by Syrian police forces for 
anti-government graffiti.8 In retaliation, the Syrian government began repressing anti-government rhetoric and 
demonstrations, raising tensions across the Member State.9 Conflicts continued to escalate, leading to the Syrian 
Civil War and one of the largest refugee crises in the world.10    
 
The Syrian Civil War (2011-present) 
 
Over the course of the last 12 years, the Syrian Civil War has developed into a multi-sided conflict consisting of 
Syria, a faction of al-Qaeda, the Islamic State of the Levant (ISIL), and multiple factions claiming to be the 
representative government of the Syrian people.11 The conflict began as a result of direct punishment and 
suppression of national protests.12 Syrian President Bashar al-Assad deployed military forces in response to 
protests.13 As the civil war continued, opposition forces and organizations took advantage of the conflict.14 Many of 
the opposition forces, specifically al-Qaeda and other terrorist organizations, gained Syrian recruits by achieving 
more military success in the face of the existing power vacuums and through their sheer brutality.15 Moreover, much 
of the success by these groups have be attributed to President Assad, as he released hundreds of Islamist militants in 
2011 in an effort to discredit the organizations.16 Internationally, other Member States’ involvement has transformed 
the war to be a battleground of interests, as many Member States expressed opposition to the current Syrian 
government and President Assad, while others are in support for Assad’s government.17 The conflict has been 
marked by collapsing peace talks, negotiations, and ceasefires, while the Syrian people are left in dire need of 
humanitarian aid and relief.18  
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Starting in 2013, the Syrian government and ISIL combatants deployed chemical weapons attacks against civilian 
populations.19 After numerous allegations of chemical weapon use, the Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW) created the Fact-Finding Mission (FFM) in Syria.20 The internal investigation team was 
mandated to determine if chemical weapons were being used in Syria, and to what extent.21 The FFM collected and 
analyzed physical samples, interviewed affected people, and gathered and reviewed related documentation to 
specific incidents to confirm the use of chemical weapons.22 According to the OPCW and the FFM, the Syrian 
government had used chemical weapons, typically deployed from aircraft, to repress opposition forces, killing 
thousands of civilians.23 Though the Syrian Armed Forces agreed to have the chemical weapons destroyed in 2013, 
OPCW has stated there has been continued use and stockpiling of weapons as late as 2021.24 The continued 
stockpiling and use of chemical weapons violates both the joint agreement with the United Nations (UN) and the 
OPCW, and violates the Chemical Weapons Convention.25  
 
As a result of the Syrian Civil War, millions of civilians have been internally displaced and need humanitarian 
assistance.26 However, in recent years, flooding and strong winds have plagued the region, leaving internally 
displaced individuals without make-shift homes.27 Syria is also experiencing a refugee crisis, where refugees have 
fled into neighboring Member States.28 Many of the Member States Syrian refugees are entering are also either 
experiencing conflict or are in need of humanitarian assistance.29As a result, Syrian refugees generally have to 
continue to survive in extremely underfunded relief systems.30 The total amount of refugees is estimated to be over 
5.4 million in neighboring Member States as of 2023.31 In 2022, the World Bank reported that 70 percent of Syrian 
refugees were living in poverty and were at an increased risk of child labor, gender-based violations, COVID-19, 
and cholera.32 Around 47 percent of these refugees are under eighteen, and nearly a third do not have access to 
education.33  
 
United Nations Supervision Mission in Syria (UNSMIS)  
 
The United Nations Supervision Mission in Syria (UNSMIS) was established in 2012 by S/RES/2043.34 UNSMIS 
was mandated by the UN Security Council (UNSC) for 90 days to monitor the cessation of armed conflict and to 
implement the six-point proposal of the Joint Special Envoy of the UN and the League of Arab States to end the 
Syrian conflict.35 The Envoy’s six-point proposal was a collaborative effort between the League of Arab State and 
the UN, committed to by the Syrian Government on March 27, 2012.36 Annexed to S/RES/2042, the proposal 
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outlines the foundation for the UN’s participation within the Syrian Civil War and UNSMIS.37 The six-points aim 
for the mission and process to be Syrian-led, to enact a supervised cessation of armed conflict, maintain the 
provision of humanitarian aid, release arbitrarily detained persons, and ensure freedom of movement for journalists 
and the freedom of association through peaceful protest.38 Fully operational in May 2012, UNSMIS deployed 278 
military observers and 121 civilian staff split between Damascus and regional observation sites.39 Working towards 
the cessation of conflict, UNSMIS conducted patrols in population centers for information gathering and to defuse 
escalated tensions.40 UNSMIS focused on interactions with local populations and government officials to build a 
network of understanding to establish stability.41  
 
However, much of the efforts by the UNSMIS were hampered by rising tensions and hostility on the ground.42 As 
conflicts grew, observers’ access to certain locations became more restricted, and direct hostility towards observers 
grew.43 Rising expectations that the presence of the UN would directly lead to the cessation of conflict was met with 
worsening conditions, seen in increasing hostility experienced by UN personnel as the mission continued.44 In June 
2012, UNSMIS was suspended due to the rise of armed conflict, and eventually terminated in July 2012, as the 
conditions for the extension of the mission was not met in the 90-day period.45 Despite the termination of UNSMIS, 
the UNSC continues to discuss Syria.46 In response to the necessity of humanitarian aid and continued human rights 
violations, the UNSC implemented S/RES/2164 in 2014.47 The resolution authorized the use for humanitarian aid at 
the Bab al-Salam, Bab al-Hawa, Al Yarubiyah and Al-Ramtha border crossings.48 
 
Recent Developments and Conclusion 
 
Little to no political gains have been made in recent years to mend the conflict and promote relief in the Member 
State.49 The UN projects 15.3 million people, or 70 percent of the Syrian population, will require humanitarian aid in 
2023.50 As of June 2023, Bab al-Hawa is one of the last cross-border zones near Idlib¸ a rebel-controlled territory.51 
The Bab al-Hawa Crossing provides four million people with critical aid.52 In 2022, over 4600 trucks with aid 
passed through the crossing.53 To let continued humanitarian aid into Syria, UNSC has been reconvening every six 
months to extend the Bab al-Hawa cross-border humanitarian aid mechanism in Syria.54 S/RES/2642 (2022) 
authorized the cross-border humanitarian aid mechanism until January 2023.55 S/RES/2672 (2023) extended 
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humanitarian aid again until July 2023.56 UNSC plans to meet throughout 2023 to discuss the continued use of 
chemical weapons in the Member State, which further exacerbates the humanitarian crisis.57  
 
On February 6, 2023, an earthquake measured at a 7.8 magnitude struck the border between Syria and Türkiye, and 
was soon followed by a 7.5 earthquake, causing an unprecedented humanitarian crisis.58 In Syria, approximately 
9,100 buildings have been destroyed leaving thousands of people homeless.59 The earthquakes killed approximately 
6,000 people and injured more than 12,000 in Syria.60 Along with the earthquake and the widespread destruction of 
infrastructure, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) reported a cholera outbreak of 
around 106,000 cases and 109 deaths as of March 2023.61 Prior to the earthquakes in February, there was a potential 
forced closure of the Bab al-Hawa.62 Closing the crossing would leave millions at risk of starvation.63 However, in 
the face of the unprecedented crisis in Syria and neighboring Member States, the Bab al-Salam and al Ra’ee 
crossings have both been temporarily opened by the Syrian government until August 13, 2023.64 The crossing 
openings have allowed the UN and other organizations to increase required humanitarian assistance into Syria.65 
Between February and April 2023, an additional 325 total aid trucks passed through the two new openings.66 On 
July 11, 2023 the UNSC voted on two draft resolutions considering the reauthorization for the continued opening of 
the Bab al-Hawa crossing.67 After the first draft resolution (S/2023/506) to reauthorize the crossing was vetoed, and 
after Russia’s draft resolution (S/2023/507) failed to receive the required votes to pass, the UNSC failed to 
reauthorize the opening of the Bab al-Hawa crossing.68  
 
On July 13, 2023, the Syrian government announced they would allow the continued humanitarian use of the Bab al-
Hawa crossing for six months on two conditions: the UN does not communicate with opposition groups, and  the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC) facilitate humanitarian 
aid provision in opposition-controlled areas in Northwest Syria.69 Both conditions were announced to be 
unacceptable by OCHA.70 In August 2023, the UN and Syria announced an agreement for the use of the Bab al-
Salam and Al Ra’ee border crossings until November 13, 2023 and the Bab al-Hawa crossing until February 1, 
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2024.71 The UN and Syria also came to an agreement allowing the use of the Sarmada and Saraqib domestic 
crossings until February 1, 2024.72 However, without the reauthorization of the UNSC resolution, all three previous 
authorized crossings are open only at the discretion of the Syrian government and are liable to close at any 
moment.73 Additionally, as of September 7, 2023, all efforts by the OPCW to continue consultations with Syria have 
been unsuccessful.74 The OPCW Technical Secretariat has yet to receive any documents or declarations, preventing 
the OPCW from closing Syria’s chemical weapons file.75 
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